








City Groups That Provide Meals 


6. The Mustard Seed 

10635-96 Street — 426-5600 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. supper 
Saturday — 5 p.m. — supper 

Zero tolerance of alcohol 


1. Bissell Centre 

10527-96 Street - 423-2285 
Monday to Thursday 

10:30 a.m. - sandwiches 
Friday 


9:45 a.m. - sandwches 


2. Christ Church 
12116-102 Avenue — 488-1118 
Every 3rd Saturday — 5:00 p.m. meal 


3.Hope Mission 

9808-106 Avenue — 422-2018 
Daily 

8 a.m., noon, 5:00 p.m. 


4. House of Refuge Mission 
10339-95 Street 
‘Daily — 8 p.m. - meal 


5. Marian Centre 

10536-98 Street - 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesdays 

12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

‘Closed from the 27th of each month to the Ist 


7. Operation Friendship 

9526-106 Avenue — 429-2626 

Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. — breakfast 

Monday to Sunday — 12 noon — lunch 
5:00 p.m. — supper 

For seniors over 55 only 


8. Red Road Healing Centre — 471-3220 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. — soup and ban- 
nock 


9. Salvation Army 
9619-101 Avenue— 429-4274 
Fridays — 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — breakfast 


10. St Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9606-110 Avenue — 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 

7:00 - 9:00 a.m breakfast 


11. St. Faith’s Anglican Church - 

parish hall 

11725-93 Street — 477-5931 

Thursday — 12:00 noon — soup 

Saturday — 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. - breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 p.m. — supper 


12. Emmaus Church 
5015- 144 Avenue — 275-1647 
Monday — 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. — meal 


13. Women’s Emergency Accommodation 
Centre 

9611-101A Avenue — 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. 

If not, bag lunch is given 


14. Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
1161- 95 A Street — 479-1860 
Thursdays, 6:25 p.m. soup 


15. Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209-123 Street 482-1587 

Second Saturday of each month 
January to November, 5:00 p.m. - meal 


16. Jasper Place Health and Wellness 
Centre 

15210 — Stoney Plain Road — 481-4001 
Mondays — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. — meal 


17. One Accord Bible Fellowship Church 
10802 — 93 Street — 425-6310 
Saturdays - 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. - meals 


18. Boyle Street Community Services 
10116-105 Avenue — 424-4106 


19. Inner City Pastoral Ministry 
at the Bissell Centre 
Sundays -12:00 to 1:00 p.m. - lunch 
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New faces, still homeless, counts still rising 


Ten years 


ago, if you had 
| the money for 
your damage 


deposit and to 
cover the first 
month's rent, it 
was likely that 
you would be 
able to find 
rental accommo- 
dations fairly 
quickly, but that has changed. Now we have 
homeless people from all demographics — 
those who are absolute homeless with no 
income, those on pensions like old age secu- 
rity or AISH or Worker’s Compensation, 
and those on social assistance as well as 
people working full and part time jobs. I’ve 
been receiving calls from homeless persons 
who have sources of income but just can’t 
find housing. I don’t have solutions for any 
of them. I’ve also been asked, frequently, to 
sublet my basement rooms, and my garage, 
but I have to decline as I cannot legally sub- 
let or I could jeopardize my own housing 
because I live in a housing co-op. The most I 
can do is to offer the use of the telephone, or 
to let someone stay for a day or two asa 
guest, and if the guest chooses to give a gift 
of money to help cover increased living costs, 
or to pitch in with the work around here, I 
could accept that. Unfortunately, however, 
I’ve had a number of bad experiences with 
homeless guests, so they have to be screened 
very carefully before they can stay. 

One of the most recent calls about hous- 
ing was from a woman just released from the 


hospital who is diabetic, uses a walker, and 
has an infection in her foot. Her son was 
with her, also using a walker, and both have 
income from AISH so could afford to rent an 
apartment if they could find one available. I 
had to tell her that the possibility of finding 
a suite is very slim and could take several 
months. For every suite that opens up, there 
is a list of possible renters, unless you have 
a social worker or someone on the inside, 
who can get you into housing more quickly. I 
really wished I could do something to help 
them in their obvious need, but they already 
knew about the Hope Mission shelter and 
where to access food, so I just gave them the 
names of a few places that have housing reg- 
istries. Unfortunately, even if you go to an 
agency like the Boyle Street Co-op for help 
with finding housing and get a list of rental 
suites, you still have to meet with the poten- 
tial landlord, and be accepted or rejected. 

Shared accommodations are becoming 
more and more common, with someone who 
has a one or two bedroom suite taking in 
another tenant under the radar to meet with 
the increased rental costs after a jack up in 
monthly rent. This is most accessible for the 
working homeless because the new room- 
mate can’t go on the lease. He or she has to 
have an income from employment rather 
than AISH or social assistance because those 
require rent confirmations, which the leasing 
tenant can’t write up. There are city regula- 
tions for landlords, so renting out an_ illegal 
suite out of compassion for a homeless per- 
son could result in a fine. The second tenant 
has to be an invisible couch surfer. 

By Linda Dumont 


Everyone Loves Raymond in the City 


VISITING THE BISSELL CENTRE 
I was busy at the computer in the city 


library and just as I was getting ready to 
leave, I spotted my bud at another terminal. 
He was going for breakfast, so we walked 
over. Where? To the Bissell! You see, my 
friend is always, well almost always, short on 
cash so it's the Bissell for brunch. 

The people at FASHION WEEK are donating 
meals to the Bissell instead of having meals 
during the week. What a gesture! Thank you 
so much, organizers of Fashion Week. 

A few hundred hungry inner city patrons 
had beaten us to the goods. My bud and I 
lined up and talked and before long we were 
at the food counter. Four of the prettiest vol- 
unteers served us. The seating was to 
capacity so we were going to eat standing, 
but a seat opened up. My friend, being the 
gentleman that he is, let me go sit down. I 
was sitting with three native women and two 
native men. We had a great conversation and 
I was made aware of a great many things 
that I had been unaware of. 

It was refreshing to see the humour and 
the stories that go around the table when a 
group gets together to socialize. Two girls 
were getting their taxes done, a couple was 
just sitting and talking to some cousins and 
another fellow was just joining in the conver- 
sation and had some excellent opinions on 
the politics of the day. 

My friend came to join us while one of 
the ladies was out having a cigarette. We 
continued to talk and get to know each 
other. It was a nice time. 


WHAT'S GOING ON AT THE MUSTARD SEED? 

The church was open for coffee and 
snacks. A huge assortment of bread was 
stacked waiting to be picked up by the many 
visitors who frequent the Mustard Seed. I sat 
down with an acquaintance. He was a little 
upset about something so he went out to 
cool off. A young lady in her early thirties, a 
First Nations woman, started a conversation 


with me. She told me of her life and how she 
was taking charge and that she was feeling 


good about herself. She was very knowledge- 
able about government and the terrible situ- 
ation that her people found themselves in. 
She was not going to give up and said she 
would pursue her goals to get her people 
back to their way of life. I was quite 
impressed with her and I hope she becomes 
one of the leaders and gets her concerns 
heard. 

WHERE ARE ALL THOSE OLD GUYS?? 

I passed by the Freedom 55 building and 
stopped in hoping to bump into my old 
friend, Bob, and there he was right in front 
of my eyes. I sure was glad to find out that 
he was ok. I had not seen him in years. The 
dining area was still the same and a couple 
of familiar faces came into view. They never 
acknowledged me but that is how the people 
here in the inner city act. They try to stay 
out of each other’s way, and rarely communi- 
cate with each other. Some of the regulars 
were playing cards, still engrossed in the 
game. A very old Chinese lady that I always 
engaged in conversation passed by without 
lifting her gaze. 

We stayed and had coffee and then left. 
The manager was still in the kitchen helping 
out, and the rest of the staff were busy get- 
ting ready for supper. 

BURGERS AT VICTORY CHURCH 

I was at the Friday night restaurant at 
the Victory Church last week. Dropped in 
with an old friend that I had not seen since, 
well, for a while anyway. We caught up on 
some stuff and we were going for a coffee, 
when my bud suggested we go for some eats. 
Since we were both crippled for cash, this 
was the place to go. 

The basement setting had not changed 
much but many of the faces were new — well, 
they all were. We knew no one. Then my 
friend just spotted someone he knew. We sat 
down at a round table and were greeted by a 

Continued next page 
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Trust Fund approves 
$13.5 million for 
projects to support 
the homeless 


Two hundred and eight new units of 
long-term supportive and traditional housing 
will come on stream to support the homeless 
and those at risk of becoming homeless. The 
projects were part of a $13.5 million multiple 
funding announcement May 1 by the 
Edmonton Housing Trust fund in collabora- 
tion with the three levels of government. 

Projects include funding for renovations 


Letter to the Editor 


A thank you note: 

My name is Lana and I am an educator, 
peace and justice program creator and pre- 
senter, and author of a book promoting 
humane relationships. I have much person- 
al and professional experience with a 
diverse group of individuals, not only chil- 
dren, but families and adults who have 
found life to be filled with struggles, includ- 
ing poverty and its devastating conse- 
quences. I read endlessly to assist in my 
knowledge of what we need to bring equality 
and calm to all people. 

I read each of the compelling articles in 
the last Edmonton Street News more than 
once and felt great insight, courage and 
passion behind the words of the women try- 
ing desperately to voice their unimaginable 
realities about, and dealings with social and 
health services. Life should not be this 
unfair! I am moved by these voices that 
scream out. I want to assure all individuals 


who are dealt extraordinarily unjust blows 
in their lives, that there are many, many 
compassionate, brilliant activists in the 


world who hear everything you are saying 
and they are trying to bring change. This I 
have found to be true over my years of 
research. I have met individuals who, 
through my presentations, have been 
extremely moved by stories of truth such as 
yours. They feel the essence of the spirit 
throughout my workshop, and leave with 
much energy to respect and re-educate 
themselves in regards to life’s hardships. I 
am, because of your stories, even more 
impassioned to suggest to anyone I can, 
that there is a need to come together and 
fight injustice. Through words of inspira- 





Raymond Contined from last page 


fellow with coffee. He handed us a menu, we 
asked what was good and he suggested burgers. 


Well, we all had burgers or maybe some other 


form of beef. I know we all had beef, 'cause 
we're from Alberta, right? Again someone 
came by with orange juice, so we ordered 
some juice. We talked a bit and our meals 
showed up. It was delicious and we had 
those baked potatoes that just warm you up, 
comfort food I guess, and veggies to boot. 

Then came the live entertainment - a 
young couple singing some blues, and really 
rocking the place. They were excellent. More 
coffee, juice, and then came the dessert, 
chocolate cake like you wouldn't believe. The 
music kept coming, and so did the coffee. It 
was a great evening. The only cost was a 
thank you from my friend and I. 


What a great thing for the Victory Church 
to put on. That is a great church to attend on 


Sundays also. The pastor and his wife really 
have a wonderful service. He gives the ser- 
mon and she sings like an angel. 
(Unfortunately, Victory Church closed its 
doors in April, so there are no more free 
meals or services there.) 


By Raymond Barriere 


to Immigration Hall, a former motel on the 
city’s west end and a downtown apartment 
building as well as two newly constructed 
projects that will provide additional housing 
choices for low-income persons. 

The Hope Mission will receive $4.5 mil- 
lion to redevelop and renovate Immigration 
Hall, the historic complex located in the 
downtown core on 105A Avenue. The $8.7 
million project will be redeveloped into 44 
units of long-term supportive and transition- 
al housing. Immigration Hall has been 
vacant for more than ten years. Prior to that, 
it was the Women’s Emergency 
Accommodation Centre. 

Our House Addiction Recovery will 
receive $3.3 million to purchase and reno- 
vate the Alamo Motel at 22210-Stony Plain 
Road. The 60-unit facility will only house 


tion, exclaiming astounding grace and 
respect, I will point out the tragic reality of 
“blackening” one’s name in order to get 


- help, impossible workloads, losing one’s pre- 


cious child to the system, insults and injury 
before help ever comes — if help comes at all 
- and so much more. THANK YOU for your 
openness and I pray you find resilience in 
your fight for what’s right. You are humble, 
amazing and strong! 


Lana 





males who are recovering from addictions. 

Catholic Social Services of Edmonton will 
receive $1.4 million to convert a downtown 
apartment building into a 66 unit emergency 
and transitional housing facility for refugees 
and immigrants with special needs. An addi- 
tional $73,000 is being allotted for staff posi- 
tions. 

Capital Regional Housing Corporation 
will construct a 24 unit long-term supportive 
housing complex for hard-to-house seniors 
with a contribution of $2.4 million. They will 
also receive $1.8 million to fund construction 
of a 14 unit transitional housing addition to 
an existing building located on 116 Street. 
This facility will be home to youth at risk, 
and leased and operated by the Boys and Girls 
Club of Edmonton. 


Ben Henderson 
Councillor, Ward 4 


Phone 496-8146 
FAX 496-8113 


Ben. Henderson@edmonton.ca 
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University of Alberta launches Humanities 101, Native Studies Course 


Would you like to learn more about writ- 
ing, history, literature, and Native Studies? 


Humanities 101 may be for you! 


Humanities 101 is a community-based 
outreach program designed to ensure that 
community members with a love of learning 
have access to educational experiences. 

We are pleased to announce that the 
first course in our new Humanities 101 


Program will be Native Studies. The class 
will meet once a week at The Learning 


Centre Literacy Association in the Boyle 
Street Community Services Centre, on 
Wednesdays from 4:30 — 6:30pm starting 
June 11 and finishing July 23. 

The course will be taught by several 
instructors in a respectful atmosphere. 
Students can expect interactive lectures, 
discussions, guest speakers from First 
Nations, and workshops that will culminate 
in a publication of student work. We will 
study a different topic related to Native 
Studies each week. The course will be 
structured around contemporary topics 
grounded in urban life, such as community 


traditions, stereotypes, historical events, 
and healing. Students will explore these 
issues through examination of various kinds 
of texts, including film, visual art, collage, 
poetry, and oral storytelling. 

Students will receive course materials 
and a place to store them. Snacks will also 
be provided each week. All you need to 
bring is a desire to learn! Upon completion, 
students will receive a certification of com- 
pletion and a copy of the collected student 


work from the course. 
For more information or to register con- 


tact Joanne, Diane or Ed at 492-2420 or by 
email at cslhouse@Qualberta.ca. 


Location: THE LEARNING CENTRE LITERACY 
ASSOCIATION, Boyle Street Community 
Services Centre, 10116 - 105 Ave, 
Edmonton 

Dates: Wednesdays, June 11 - July 23 

Times: 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Cost: FREE 


The course is being offered through the 
Community Service-Learning Program at the 
University of Alberta. 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
Edmonton-Gold Bar 


Constituency Office 
Edmonton Gold Bar 


#102, 7024 — 101 Avenue, NW 
Edmonton, Alberta T6A 0H7 


Tel: 414-1015 
Fax: 414-1017 


e-mail: hugh.macdonald @assembly.ab.ca 


website: www.liberalopposition.com 








Edmonton Street News Page 3 


A Tipi is home for Edmonton man 


Donald Friske has been living in a hand 
made tipi since April, and even grows his 
own small garden at his campsite just north 
of Oliver Square. When Friske had to give up 
his apartment, he got permission from a for- 
mer employer to camp on his property. 
Friske currently has employment as a night 
watchman at construction site, but for the 
present has no plans for leaving his camp. 

To make his tipi, Friske followed the 
directions written up in a survival book by 
Morse Kohanski called Northern Bushcraft, 
using a lumber tarp from a building site 
dumpster for the covering, then lining the ti- 
pi with blankets. He used 14 poles, tying 
each firmly in place with rope. 

“Every time you add a pole, you adda 
wrap of the rope, going counter clockwise,” 
he said. “There is also rope tied around each 
pole midway down to redirect rain to the 
base of the pole. This keeps the tipi dry 
inside” 

From Kohanski’s book, Friske also 
learned how to make a human manure toi- 
let, using two five gallon pails, one filled with 


No Longer Homeless 
in the City 


The month of May brings flowers so they 
Say, and my rose for Mother’s Day was born 
- my son Daniel. He was my shortest deliv- 
ery and my heaviest born child, the youngest 
out of four boys. I raised him for the first five 

years of his life. You learn all of your social 
skills in those first five years. 

Daniel is the only one I had the chance 
to bond with. He was born in Surrey, B.C. 
and raised with my oldest brother, Dennis, 
in cold, hard Alberta. Daniel has his ups and 
downs like anyone else but he is generally 
upbeat, kind hearted, gentle and easy going. 





sawdust, the other to defecate. After each 
defecation, he adds a few handfuls of saw- 
dust. The resulting mix quickly turns into 
compost. If there is no sawdust available, 
peat moss can be used instead, as it is in the 
parks in the North West Territories. 

At Friske’s camp, there are trays of 
wheat grass in different stages of growth, 
and alfalfa growing wild. In another area, he 
is fixing bicycles on the side with the intent 
of selling them for $50 each. His kitchen is a 
tarp-covered area with a ring of stones and 
grating for a fire-pit. 

There is a downside to camping — a few 
days before, Friske’s camp was vandalized 
and his axe stolen while he was at work, and 
he had to dry out his belongings after three 
days of rainy weather soaked everything out- 
side his tipi. 

About his knowledge of bushcraft, and 
building the tipi, Friske said, “I’m Swedish 
and Ukrainian, but was raised around a 
Metis, so I’m a wannabe Metis.” 


By Linda Dumont 


He also is a very hard worker when he sets 
his mind to it. 

One of Daniel’s dreams is to own 
his own restaurant. That is why he chose to 


work at the B Street Bar. I walked into the bar 


after church on a Sunday and I felt I was in 
a family atmosphere. This is where Daniel is 
hoping to learn as much as he can about 
running a restaurant. 

The first thing that you see when you 
walk in is a wood stove. It is the heart of the 
bar. It not only keeps you warm but it is one 
of the only bars that cooks with a wood 
stove. My son, Daniel, showed me where a 
whole pig is cooked on a spit at the back of 
the restaurant. Roast pig -Yum! 

I met George, his boss, and I’m praying 
that he will show Daniel the ropes, be 
his mentor, his guide in the business. When 
I met George he greeted me with a strong-felt 
handshake and a giant smile. Sam and I 
were on our way to sell papers at the flea 
market, which is kitty-corner to the B Street 
Bar. Sam approached George to buy a 
paper. Jokingly, Sam said the paper cost 
$100. We all laughed. George gave us $20 
for it, but he had to pay us later on. 

Sam doubted his word but I didn’t. I said it 
was like money in the bank. Sam returned 
later on and received the $20. It was a great 
day in a lesson of trust not only in Jesus but 
also in other people, namely George. 

I thank the Lord for a wonderful man to 
be in my son’s life, and a very important one 
at that. Let’s hope Daniel learns his lessons 
from George, the Boss. Daniel is the cook 






























there, and George has taken him under his 
wing. I know he works hard for I worked 
many of my younger years in restaurants. 
Always on your feet, underpaid and every- 
thing has to be spotless, and you have to 
take pride in your work for people to come 
over and over again. A tip tells you how you 
are doing. To get a big tip tells you that you 
are doing exceptionally well. I relied heavily 
on tips. They were a big part of my income. I 
usually went out of my way to please my 
customers. The more I pleased or compli- 
mented, the further it would get me. I meant 
everything I said, though ~ I was honest. I 
tried to pick one nice thing to say about a 
person so they knew I meant it. I hope and 
pray Daniel sticks out his job with George as 
I know he will learn what he needs to know. 
Someday I will be seated down at the best 
table in the house of my boy, Daniel’s Bistro, 
a dream come true. 

Please feel free to eat at the B Street Bar. 
Things have already changed for the better 
in my life knowing Daniel is doing the thing 
he loves and doing it well. You can find 
Daniel, George and beautiful waitresses at 
111 Avenue and 119 Street. Check it out 
and help my boy become a restaurant owner. 
He gets his percentage of the tips, so be gen- 
erous. Let him reach his potential. I love 
him. I know that charity begins at home. 

I’ve struggled most of my life, but'I try to give 
when I can to help a poor one out. 


By Marie Murchie 
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All For the Love of God 






Do you have a book that you have been 
writing? We will be publishing serialized sto- 
ries in the upcoming issues of Edmonton 

Street News. The author submits about a 












This month, Pedro Schultz submitted the 
rst chapter of his biography. Subsequent 
chapters will be published monthly. 





I was born in Verden an der Aller, 
Germany in 1948, from two wonderful par- 
ents -- Erich and Emmy Schultz. In 1951, 
when I was three and my sister was two, 

we came to Canada by ship, landing in 
Halifax. From there we journeyed across 
this vast country by train, eventually arriv- 
ing in Bentley, Alberta, a farming communi- 
ty. Here we stayed with the Kreuger family, 
who had sponsored us to be able to come to 
this wonderful country of opportunity. One 
of my first memories here was that I 
expressed concern about some cute piglets 
that had escaped through a fence. Warm- 
hearted Mr. Kreuger assured me they would 
go back when they were hungry, and to my 
relief he was right. Even people motivated 
by hunger or other deprivations tend to 
come back to where their needs had once 
been met. Whata privilege when that is a 
constant reliable source of help. Many don't 
have this, but God blessed me with this priv- 
ilege most of my life, physically, but also 
spiritually, emotionally, and socially. I feel 
so grateful that He blessed me with what 
many of this world have been deprived of 
and yearn for, especially in their childhood. 
It is another reason that motivated me to go 
out to right this injustice by trusting God to 
use me in some way to help those who were 


mum in Poland, yet both were born in the 
same village. When dad was born, it 
belonged to Germany. In Sept. 2007 I visited 
their homes together with my dear mother, 
who paid for the trip because I couldn't 
afford it. It was a wonderful experience to 
see where I was born and my parents lived 
before they got married. 

The main object of the trip was to attend 
the Schultz’ family reunion in Germany We 
visited a number of friends and relatives. 
Since I was concerned about the homeless- 
ness situation in Canada, I wanted to know 
how Germany dealt with this. My story on 
this was published in ESN in December 
2007. 


GERMANY HAS A DIFFERENT APPROACH 
TO HOMELESSNESS 


Germany has a law that requires each 
city to provide shelter for each resident. 
When the city runs out of shelter for the 
homeless, it rents rooms for them. Can you 
believe that? Also, soon after receiving shel- 
ter, social workers and various Christian 
organizations and individuals help each per- 
son to get work and become self sufficient. 
Every homeless person can also pick up 
around $10 per day to use as he likes (this 
money is meant for food etc.). It gives the 
person a chance to learn to budget. 

I recently spent a month in Germany and 
researched what they call “Obdachlosigkeit" 

I spent a night in the main train 

station in Berlin, Germany’s capital city. I 
was unable to get a free place to stay 
because tourists don’t qualify. 

Most of the time, though, I spent in 
Bonn, talking with people in government and 
a variety of Christian organizations that help 
the less fortunate — the Salvation Army, 
Caritas (Roman Catholic), Bahnosmission 
and various churches that work in cooperation 


with government agencies. I’m praying that 
we in Canada learn something from the 
German model. 

When the taxpayers realize that home- 
lessness costs Canada over $5 billion a year 
they will start pressuring the government to 
do something about it. 

In Bonn I requested from the Gabi police 
force that I stay at a homeless shelter. The 
Gabi police force is very friendly with home- 
less people, looking out for them and making 
sure they get into a safe shelter. They took 
me to one of the shelters called Sabastian 
Haus after I told them I wanted to see what 
we could learn from what Germany does for 
the homeless. 

It was a nice building, coed, with about 
40 residents. Each resident had his or her 
picture on a card on a bulletin board and 
picked up their key as they entered. There 
were two people to a room. 

I was given clean linen, but the floor was 
sticky from spilled booze, and my roommate 
was passed out from alcohol. I had been 
warned he could be rowdy, but intended to 
be gone most of the night anyway. There is 
no restriction on when people come and go. I 
was told that my roommate was an alcoholic 
who had been using the $10 allowance he 
got from the government, and he usually 
slept and ate at Sabastian Haus. 

At about 9 p.m. I took a bus for the 1.5 
km. trip to the drag in Bonn. It is by the 
train station. There is a cemented area like 
our Churchill Square, except nicer. It is ina 
valley with stairs, trees anda large, nice 
washroom. 

I looked around downtown until after 1 
a.m. and saw only one person sleeping out- 
side and he was in a warm sleeping bag. I 
returned at around 6 a.m., this time walking 
there from Sabastian Haus and saw only two 
people sleeping in a park. There were three 
people sleeping on the floor in the train sta- 
tion without being disturbed. 

Someone told me that the famous city of 
Cologne, Germany years ago tried to improve 
its image by removing homeless people from 
the view of tourists. Eventually, though, it 
has become one of the cities that treat the 
homeless situation most effectively, not just 
for the city’s image but also because many 
people there genuinely care about the less 
fortunate. 

I’m praying that Edmonton becomes a city 
like that, more concerned about the well 


being of each resident than having a good 
image. 

People in Germany found it hard to believe 
that there are over 2,600 homeless people in 
one of the richest cities in the world and that 
homeless people have no legal place to sleep 
when shelters are full. I was embarrassed 
about this, especially about the way the gov- 
ernment has approached Tent City’ and 
tents throughout the city. 

I intend to urge Canada to learn some 
things from other countries like Germany so 
we can eventually have the reputation that 
all of our residents are treated with dignity 
and compassion. 
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I was pleasantly surprised that at least 
in the country of my birth there was a more 
compassionate way that the homeless 
(Obdachslose) were being dealt with than we 
have here. There the government, churches 
and other organizations work together to 
assure that there are enough places for 
everyone to sleep. In fact, there is a law 
requiring each city to have a place of resi- 
dence for each person. 

I don't believe that many people realize 
that due to shortage of housing, people are 
being kept in hospital for lenghty stays, 
thrre is increased crime, and incarceration 
that costs the taxpayers of Canada billions 
a year. If this were commonly known even those 
who dorit care about the homeless would pres- 
sure the government to do something about 
the many homeless we have. 

It is wasting so much money to not adress 
this area as soon as possible. In the long 
run there is no cost in eliminating homeless- 
ness if it's done wisely; in fact it saves us bil- 
lions of dollars to do so as soon as possible. 
The only people that don't benefit from elimi- 
nating homelessness in Canada are those 
who don't pay taxes or have higher priorities 
than helping the homeless. 

Eliminating homelessness is not my top 
priority either. I trust God to help me live 
by what Christ taught as the main com- 
mandment: to love God above all else, and 
my neighbour as much as myself (Matthew 
22, 37-39). Having as many people as pos- 
sible live with me in heaven is even more 
important to me. But as Christ taught 
through the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
He requires us to demonstrate His love here 
on earth already, to those we are aware of 
who have needs we can help to meet. 
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Edmonton Street News 


“No justice 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


I put quotation marks around the head- 
line to this column because I took it from 
today’s (May 20, 2008) Edmonton Journal. It 
grabs one’s attention, doesn’t it? 

It’s a rare day when our newspaper of 
record offers what seems to be a blatantly 
judgmental statement anywhere but on its 
editorial, opinion, and sports pages. (Our 
other paper, the Sun, does it everywhere and 
always, of course, which is one reason why I 
stopped paying attention long ago). And it’s 
an even rarer day when Alberta’s poor are 
blessed by such sympathetic media atten- 
tion. 

It doesn’t take long for disappointment to 
set in, though. The subheading to the story 
reads, “Boom times blamed as number of 
lawyers available for legal aid work plummets 
by 61%.” 

Perhaps I should explain. 

I am pleased that the Journal chose to 
give what seems to be sympathetic, even 
supportive, coverage on its front page to a 
story that originated with Legal Aid Alberta. 


Letter to Iris Evans 


The author of this letter to Treasurer Iris 
Evans likes to share his views with the hon- 


ourable ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta 
Cabinet. Watch for further letter in future 


issues of ESN. 


IDE Iris, 


I hear you've been grumbling about 
always being so busy you never have time for 
a date. Well, Iris, it seems to me now you 
have your first budget under your belt, you 
can well afford to take some time for R&R. 
But don’t make it too hot a date, because 
you've still got plenty to do if you're going to 
get the whole $30 billion and change shov- 
elled out of the treasury over the next few 
months. You can’t afford to be too exhausted 
by wining and dining. 

We need some brand new adjectives in 
the dictionary for you and your pals. What’s 
a word to describe your astonishing talent of 
talking a blue streak about free enterprise 
and getting government out of the way, and 
then spending public money like a bunch of 
drunken sailors? 

It is beautiful to see you folks rant and 
rave about such dangerous wild communistic 
moves as regulating talking on the phone 
while driving, or having a regular election 
date, but then add billions of dollars in pub- 
lic spending to give all your friends lots of 
goodies to make them happy. I’ve even 
noticed some of those lefties that used to be 
speaking out about how bad you were are 
writing letters to the editor praising you now. 
Yessir, there’s nothing like spending enough 
money to bring people around to your side. 

Ah, Iris, I'll bet my last premium that 
now you've decided to bring an end to mak- 
ing us pay for our health care insurance, 
after insisting for decades this was the only 
responsible way to run the system while oth- 
ers were calling for an end to this cost, youll 
be rewriting the books to make it sound like 
one of the strengths of Alberta, one of the 





Legal Aid clearly wants to draw attention to a 
serious problem that the organization and its 
clients - Alberta’s poor -both face: insufficient 
funding for Legal Aid to be able to compete 
with the province’s corporate and business 
sectors for lawyers needed to represent low- 
income Albertans before the courts. More 
power to Legal Aid Alberta and the Journal 
for giving attention and space to an impor- 
tant issue. I applaud them both for that. 

But I deplore (I don’t think the word is 
too strong) the suggestion carried within the 
headline and underlined at the end of the 
story in a quotation attributed to Perry Mack, 
president of the Law Society of Alberta: 
“Legal Aid is essentially a system for access 
to justice.” 

No. Legal Aid is nothing more, and noth- 
ing less, than access to qualified representa- 


For the poor, justice is 
something that is generally 
given to or taken away from 
them long before they find 


themselves in court. 


tion before the courts in circumstances 
where justice may or may not be done or 
seem to be done. 

The rich (understood in this case to be 
anyone who can comfortably afford to pay for 
legal representation) may need occasional 
recourse to courts for results they might 
think of as just in a process they might call 
justice (especially if they win). But for the 
poor, justice is something that is generally 
given to or taken away from them long before 
they find themselves in court. Once there, 
they may (or may not, depending on the 


evidences of a government that really cares 


for its citizens, is providing health care insur- 
ance without cost. 
Iris, you are the model of knowing how to 


say nice things without cluttering them with 
any substance—you remind me of that won- 
derful foam candy of my youth. You would 
put a big hard chunk of it into your mouth 
and within a few seconds it had dissolved 
into a bit of sweet syrup trickling down your 
throat and a little lump of sticky stuff on 
your teeth. This same illusion of substance 
on the scale of this budget is a world class 
achievement. 

On the revenue side, you should be able 
to safely slip out of anyone noticing how little 
action you take on the oil royalty issue since 
you've already got so much money. That will 
be helpful in getting all your oil patch pals 
back firmly on side. Who would dare be rude 


What I most appreciate about you 
and your budget, Iris, is that you 
are managing to keep ensuring the 
gap between those who are 
moving ahead and the deadbeats 
who are at the bottom will contin- 
ue to grow. 


enough to criticize you for not taking in 
enough revenue when you've been able to 
spend so lavishly treating us to a bunch of 
new highways and schools? And I notice 
you've wisely continued the pattern of your 
predecessors by basing your revenue side on 
a price for oil you are already certain will be 
far on the low side, and so you'll get to have 
those delicious economic updates where you 
sheepishly admit the surplus in turning out 
to be much larger than the already astonish- 
ing one you predicted, warn that this does 
not mean people should expect a lot more 
expenditures because you folks are a very 
careful government, and then announce a 
bunch of wonderful new expenditures. 

And on the revenue side you are wisely 
keeping an income tax system that is much 


quality of legal aid they receive and the hear- 
ing they get) find legal justice. But the deci- 
sions, whatever they may be, will generally 
come long after the time when the poor- 
before-the-courts have already lost access to 
economic justice, social justice, historical 
justice, to mention just a few kinds of justice 
that are out there, needing to be 

negotiated - repeat: negotiated, not adjudicat- 
ed - in the community (municipality, village, 
town, city, province, country: they are all 
communities, separately and collectively) 
before they ever get to the courts. 

Justice, in short, cannot be done, when 
injustice lurks in the background. 

I’m not saying that all poor people who 
end up in court get there because of the 
weaknesses and failures of society. Some of 
them undoubtedly belong there and deserve 
whatever legal justice the courts may impose. 

I am saying that many poor people who 
end up in court (and some rich people, too) 
get there because society has failed them 
and, in the process, failed itself. Which is to 
say it has failed us. And that we have failed 
it. 

(It’s all interconnected, you know. 
Everything.) 

Bottom line (for those of you who think 
that way): if we all did a better job of dealing 
with the social failings that put many poor 
people before the courts, Legal Aid Alberta 
might not feel overwhelmed by a 61 per cent 
drop in the number of lawyers willing to rep- 
resent poor Albertans in court. The 40 per 
cent now left working with them might be 
enough. 

How do we get to that happy situation? 
Not, I suggest, by waiting for any of our gov- 
ernments to do something. 

Comments? Ideas? Contact me at all- 
write2006@yahoo.ca. 


kinder to the wealthy than the poor, by being 
as flat as possible, so there is no threat to 
the rich that they will have to make any sort 
of reasonable contribution from their obscene 


incomes to the public purse to assure a more 
equitable society. 

What I most appreciate about you and 
your budget Iris is that you are managing to 
keep ensuring the gap between those who 
are moving ahead and the deadbeats who are 
at the bottom will continue to grow. This sort 
of budget really crushes any spark of hope 
for those bottom feeders that they might ever 
have a decent life. You have made sure not to 
invest in a fraction of the low-income hous- 
ing that is needed, not to increase welfare or 
other income support programs to anything 
like a liveable level for those forced to depend 
on this source of money, not to add pharma- 
care or dentacare to the health insurance 
plan so those unable to afford fancy extended 
health plans will have to keep paying for 
these costly services out of their own pock- 
ets, and not to support things like better and 
less expensive public transportation. 

I was nervous that with your background 
in the health ministry you might be tempted 
to some wild and crazy idea like investing 
real money in preventive measures, making 
an investment in a health system that paid 
attention to the social determinants of health 
or some such goofy idea, but it is a relief to 
see that nearly all the money will still be 
spent operating high-tech services to fix up 
the ill rather than reduce the number who 
get ill in the first place. And the same goes 
for education—fortunately no real money for 
community-based grassroots ideas, but 
instead nearly all the spending safely put 
once more in the hands of the wise leaders 
who run the post-secondary institutions, the 
ivory towers of learning. And after your most 
recent stint in the employment area I had a 
small concern you might decide to get seri- 
ous about a living wage for all working peo- 
ple and substantial measures to make sure 
everyone in Alberta who wants to work could 


Continue next page 
Page 6 Edmonton Street News 7 


A Challenge to the Timster 
(and his corporate friends) 


Remember all that talk, back when 
spring was fresh upon us, about the blight 
that plastic garbage bags represent on our 
cityscape? As the snow melted, the annual 
abundance of used and misused plastic 
shopping bags was revealed in its undeni- 
able ugliness. The usual, predictable (and 
appropriate) cries went up for something to 
be done to prevent the mess in the future. 
There were the usual, predictable (and 
appropriate) calls for plastic bags to be 
banned or for stores that use them to charge 
for them as a deterrent. A week or two later, 
once the grass had begun to green and the 
trees had started to bear leaves, came the 
usual, predictable (and inappropriate) 
response, which is to say there was no 
response. Not from government. Not from 
the media. Not from the public (whoever that 
might be). Somebody, somehow, had cleaned 
up the worst of the mess, and nature now 
seems to be hiding the rest. But I will put up 
good money and lay good odds against the 
possibility that the issue - and the usual, pre- 
dictable (and appropriate) calls for someone 
to do something to prevent plastic bag litter- 
ing - will not surface again next spring. And 
the spring after that. And the one after that. 
Until, we can hope, something is done to 
prevent the mess, rather than to complain 
about it until we can ignore it for another 
year. 
Not that there isn’t hope. The major 
offenders, the big supermarkets, are taking 
bags back for recycling. Some are selling 
reusable cloth bags at nominal prices, and 
at least one gives points under its loyalty 
program to customers who actually use 
cloth bags. It’s a good start. But it’s not 
enough. We must keep pushing for more 
and better. 

And while we're at it, let’s stop giving the 
coffee shops, Tim Hortons in particular, a 
free ride on this issue. Timmies runs its 
popular “Roll up the rim to win” promotion 
every spring and those bright red contest 
cups contribute as much to the visual and 


Continued from last page Iris Evans 


get the assistance needed to prepare for the 
best possible jobs. But again, I needn’t have 
worried—you understand there’s no need to 
waste money assisting struggling Albertans 

when we can just keep tempting workers to 
come from everywhere else, toil in our con- 

struction sites and kitchens for a while, and 
then send them on their way. 

Yes Iris, your performance is satisfyingly 
consistent with the treasurers of this 
province for decades—buy us with our own 
money spent lavishly on things we like while 
claiming to be frugal, toss out buckets of 
dough to provide an even better life to those 
already at the top of the heap and pinch 
every ha’penny when it comes to any sort of 
fairness for the miserable poor, who have 
messed up their lives and yet whine when 
you decline to take care of them. 

And it seems even the gods bless this 
approach. Just when the budget might have 
been examined and criticized for hurting the 
quality of life of some people in Alberta along 
comes a flock of ducks to go swimming in the 
oil-poisoned waters of the tar sands and 
youre given a free ride about anything relat- 
ed to the budget, while all the attention is 
drawn over there. 

So Iris, go enjoy a night out on the town-- 
then start figuring out how to do a lot more 
spending soon, while telling us firmly how 
tough the times are. 


Sycophantically yours, 


Ted White 





physical pollution of our springtime streets, 
parking lots, and alleys as plastic bags. I’m 
sure there are more used coffee cups tossed 
onto our common spaces than the ones from 
Tim Horton’s, but Timmie’s red cups scream 
for attention among all the other coffee-cup 
litter that’s out there. 

Tim Hortons and the others will say that 
they aren’t responsible for what their cus- 
tomers do with their cups once they leave 
the store. Not good enough, I’m afraid. That 
argument didn’t work for the makers and 
sellers of soft drinks, alcoholic beverages, 
and other drinks sold in metal, glass, and 
plastic containers. They shouldn’t work for 
the sellers of coffee. The same arguments 
that justify charging an environmental fee 
for beverage containers justify charging simi- 
lar fees for coffee containers, not only for 
Tim Hortons, but for all vendors whose 
products contribute to pollution of the com- 
mons. 

The bottle-and-can deposit model for 
dealing with beverage-container litter can 
and should be applied to coffee containers. It 
forces users to pay for cleaning up container 
waste without increasing profits to the sell- 
ers, who benefit most from the transaction. 
And Alberta’s poorest - generally people who 
aren't too lazy or too proud to pick up dis- 
carded containers of all kinds for the deposit 
refund - would have new opportunities to 
earn a bit more money by adding coffee litter 
to their refund options. Seems like a win-win 
opportunity to me. 

How about it, Timster? You’re the leader. 
Show the way. 

by Allan Sheppard 


29th April, 2008 
Private ecclesiastical notice 
All concerned men and women take 
notice that a private agreement 
between minister Donald Gordon 
Friske and Travis Weleschuk 
regarding indesputable facts and 
religious freedoms has been 
reached. The full text of this 
agreement may be seen at 
allcreatorsgifts.org, or 
phone (780) 453-1377. 


Edm 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


It ls Always A Good Idea To Be Prepared 


The recent television images of flooding in New Bruns- 
wick bring home once again how important it is to be pre- 
pared for disaster before it strikes. Dealing with an emer- 
gency is a lot easier if that situation has been anticipated 
and prepared for. 


National Emergency Preparedness Week is just past, but 
it is not too late for you and your family to prepare for the 
unexpected. You can get a lot of useful information from 
the Public Safety Canada’s website: www.getprepared.ca. 


The first task is to know the risks. Edmonton residents 
have no reason to prepare for a tsunami — the city is just 
too far from the ocean. But there is a risk here of torna- 
does, or of severe weather conditions, for example, that 
could cause power outages. What do you do if the elec- 
tricity is off for a week? 


Once you know the risks, you need an emergency plan, 
something that every Canadian household should have. 
The plan should include, among other things, emergency 
exits from your home, a designated meeting place should 
you become separated from family or roommates, and 
include a diagram showing the location of your fire extin- 
guisher, electrical box, water valve, gas valve and floor 
drain. Then, if an emergency happens you won't have to 
rely on your memory when you're under stress. 


It is also important to have an emergency kit — both for 


B your home and your vehicle. A basic emergency kit could 


contain (but not be limited to) bottled water, some canned 
food (and a manual can opener), first aid supplies, a flash- 
light and batteries and a battery powered radio. Pack your 
kit in something easy to carry, such as a backpack, in 
case you need to change locations quickly. 


Being prepared for potential emergencies makes good 
sense to me. What do you think? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 





Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 





or see Glen on the street 





I stopped by the mission on a Sunday 
night, and Kelly, who plays guitar, said, “Your 
friend Debbie is in the hospital. She’s ina 
wheelchair.” 

“Debbie?” I asked, trying to picture who 
he meant. I knew one Debbie, who was in a 
wheelchair following a stroke, but then Kelly 
added, “The one with no legs.” 

“No legs?” I thought harder. I didn’t know 
any Debbie with both legs amputated. But 
then he added, “Her name is Cloutier." 

I remembered her all right, but the last 
time I had seen her, she was walking very well 
on two legs. She had just moved to Grand 
Prairie, and I was there for a weekend visit, 
but that was over ten years ago. 

When I went to the University Hospital to 
see Deborah, I didn’t recognize her at first. 
Her hair had turned white and she is younger 


New vendor signs on in hospital 


than I am, but when I looked a little closer at 
the woman in the wheelchair, wearing a yellow 
hospital gown and blue gloves, it was her all 
right. 

She told me that her legs had to be 
amputated because of a life threatening infec- 
tion in part due to diabetes. She also suffered 
renal failure so had to be moved to the 
University Hospital in Edmonton for regular 
dialysis because they didn’t have a dialysis 
chair available for her in Grand Prairie, and 
she needs her blood cleaned three times a 
week. Her husband, Denis, was with her, and 
he is homeless because the move to Edmonton 
meant giving up their rented house. Although 
Deborah is now physically recovered and 
could leave the hospital, she won’t be released 
until she has a place to move into. Deborah is 
not alone in her extended hospital stay. She 
said some of the other patients have been 
there for as long as two years because they 
have no place to move into. 

After nine months, they still haven’t found 
an affordable place to rent that is wheelchair 
accessible. Denis found work in Edmonton, 
but because he is homeless and unable to sleep, 
spending the night at Tim Horton’s or on the 
floor in his wife’s room when he can escape 
detection by the hospital staff, his life was just 
too stressful, so he had to give up on going to 
work. The hospital food makes Deborah feel 
sick, so he is living on that, and she buys 


Two Edmonton Street News 
vendors remembered 


During the month of May services were held 
to remember the lives of two Edmonton Street 
News vendors. 

Thomas Robillard was born March 29, 
1970 and passed away suddenly March 30, 
2008. His body was returned to his home 
town of Fort MacMurray for funeral services 
and internment. A memorial service was held 


for him at the Strathcona Baptist Church May 
7. Thomas was born the youngest in a family 
of nine, and is survived by seven other sib- 
lings. 





Edmonton Street News has a policy for 
vending which includes being polite, and 
abstaining from being overly intoxicated while 
vending. Vendors who are disruptive, overly 
intoxicated, abusive physically or verbally, 
stealing, or showing disrespect to the public 
while wearing their badge and/or selling ESN, 
will be suspended for a period of time, or, for 
serious infractions suspended indefinitely. 

Currently, Viola Lagrelle has been perma- 
nently suspended by Edmonton Street News 
for drinking on private property and becoming 
physically abusive when asked to leave. We 
ask that the public not purchase papers from 
Lagrelle if she is able to obtain them from 
other vendors. 





Dale Delorme was born in Peace River 
February 17, 1960 and passed away in hos- 
pital April 27, 2008 after a lingering illness. 
Funeral services were held at Park Memorial 
Funeral Chapel May 12, and a lunch was 
served in his memory at the House of Refuge 
Mission May 13. Dale is survived by six sib- 
lings including a twin brother 15 minutes 
older than him. 
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food, but with an allowance of $56 a month 
after welfare pays for her hospital stay, she 
has little spending money. She had to fall 
back on the kindness of strangers. 

I told her about the paper, and she said 
she would like to have a job vending, so on my 
next visit I brought over 20 copies. A few days 
later Deborah called and told me she had 
made enough money vending to buy lunch for 
herself and Denis, to buy a pack of cigarettes, 
and still had $25 left for the next day. At least 
with paper sales, she is able to earn the 
money needed for daily expenses. Deborah 
and Denis can be found vending on Whyte 
Avenue near the University Hospital. 


Surrender 
By Paulette Savois 


This I say, can be told 

And will run riot in days of old. 

I think of how it was back then 
Memories of life, it was but a sin, 
Illusions of life, crime, booze, drugs and 
heavy rock and roll. 


The path I walked was in m control. 
I felt invincible, lifé was a dare 


Because I didn’t really care. 

I was blind to see 

That all of those close to me 

I caused grief and pain 

Over and over again. 

Recklessly abusing my addictions at all 
costs 

And feeling somewhat jaar. 

The future I did always dread 

Saying when will all this misery end? 


sie atenal 


Hopeless and in despair I cried aloud 

Is there a creator God? 

Remorseful and repentant, I asked for 
courage 

And release from self-bondage. 

His power alone, heavenly sent. 

He renewed my faith and gave me strength. 
The storm has passed, darkness will cease. — 
Today, with the Divine, I am at peace. 


Seer Seer 
By Thomas Robillard 


Yes, the Lord is here 

The Buddha, Universal Overseer, 

On mountains high and red berried. 
The Buddha sits and eats bled cherried 
Jam on soda crackers, with a side order 
ham 



















Sits on his right side, a dove to the lef 
Crowning his head is a kitten, with « 
A furball, warm in gyi pats Ete 


Yes, the Lord is here : 
On earth, stalking his turf, Seer t 
Renowned, protector of the weak and 
In spirit, giving strength and the will to. 
Ultimate being, ultimate seeing: as. 
shines i 
Gloriously on the dawn of man on 1 m0 
full with pines 
And resonations of chants uttered | » 
all time 


